U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development OMB No. 2577-0226

Streamllned Annual Office of Public and Indian Housing Expires 03/31/2024

PHA Plan
(HCV Only PHAs)

Purpose. The 5-Year and Annual PHA Plans provide a ready source for interested parties to locate basic PHA policies, rules, and requirements conceming
the PHA’s operations, programs, and services, including changes to these policies, and informs HUD, families served by the PHA, and members of the
public of the PHA’s mission, goals and objectives for serving the needs of low- income, very low- income, and extremely low- income families

Applicability. The Form HUD-50075-HCV is to be completed annually by HCV-Only PHAs. PHAs that meet the definition of a Standard PHA, Troubled
PHA, High Performer PHA, Small PHA, or Qualified PHA do not need to submit this form. Where applicable, separate Annual PHA Plan forms are
available for each of these types of PHAs,

Definitions.

(1) High-Performer PHA — A PHA that owns or manages more than 550 combined public housing units and housing choice vouchers, and was designated as a
high performer on both the most recent Public Housing Assessment System (PHAS) and Section Eight Management Assessment Program (SEMAP)
assessments if administering both programs, or PHAS i fonly administering public housing.

(2) Swmalt PHA - A PHA that is not designated as PHAS or SEMAP troubled, that owns or manages less than 250 public housing units and any number of vouchers
where the total combined units exceed 550.

3) Housing Choice Voucher (HC V) Only PHA - A PHA that administers more¢ than 550 HCVs, was not designated as troubled in its most recent SEMAP
assessment and does not own or manage public housing,

(4) Standard PHA - A PHA that owns or manages 250 or more public housing units and any number of vouchers where the total combined units exceed 550, and
that was designated as a standard performer in the most recent PHAS and SEMAP assessments.

(5) Troubled PHA - A PHA that achieves an overall PHAS or SEMAP score of less than 60 percent.

(6) Qualified PHA - A PHA with 550 or fewer public housing dwelling units and/or housing choice vouchers combined and is not PHAS or SEMAP troubled.

A. | PHA Information.

A.l | PHA Name: PARMA PUBLIC HOUSING AGENCY PHA Code:  OH073

PHA Plan for Fiscal Year Beginning: (MM/YYYY), 01/2022
PHA Inventory (Based on Annual Contributions Contract (ACC) units at time of FY beginning, above)
Number of Housing Choice Vouchers (HCVs) 802

PHA Plan Submission Type: X Annual Submission [JRevised Annual Submission

Availability of Information. In addition to the items listed in this form, PHAs must have the elements listed below readily available to the public,
A PHA must identify the specific location(s) where the proposed PHA Plan, PHA Plan Elements, and all information relevant to the public hearing
and proposed PHA Plan are available for inspection by the public. Additionally, the PHA must provide information on how the public may
reasonably obtain additional information of the PHA policies contained in the standard Annual Plan but excluded from their streamlined
submissions. At a minimum, PHAs must post PHA Plans, including updates, at the main office or central office of the PHA. PHAs are strongly
encouraged to post complete PHA Plans on their official website.

] PHA Consortia: (Check box if submitting a joint Plan and complete table below)

Program(s) not in the

3 g No. of Units in Each Program
Consortia

Participating PHAs PHA Code Program(s) in the Consortia
Lead HA:
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B. | Plan Elements.
il Revision of Existing PHA Plan Elements.
a) Have the following PHA Plan clements been revised by the PHA since its last Annual Plan submission?
Y N
[] X' Statement of Housing Needs and Strategy for Addressing Housing Needs.
[ Deconcentration and Other Policics that Govern Eligibility, Selection, and Admissions.
[ X Financial Resources.
O X Rent Determination.
X O Operation and Management.
X [0 mnformal Review and Hearing Procedures.
OX Homeownership Programs.
O K self Sufficiency Programs and Treatment of Income Changes Resulting from Welfare Program Requirements.
[J X Substantial Deviation.
X [ Significant Amendment/Modification.
(b) If the PHA answered yes for any element, describe the revisions for each element(s): SEE ATTACHMENT 1
B.2 | New Activities. — Not Applicable
B.3 | Progress Report.
Provide a description of the PHA’s progress in meeting its Mission and Goals described in its 5-Year PHA Plan. SEE ATTACHMENT 1
B.4 [ Capital Improvements. — Not Applicable
B.5 | Most Recent Fiscal Year Audit.
(a) Were there any findings in the most recent FY Audit?
Y N NA
Ox0O
(b) Ifyes, please describe:
C. | Other Document and/or Certification Requirements.
q
C.1 | Resident Advisory Board (RAB) Comments.
() Did the RAB(s) have comments to the PHA Plan?
Y N
OX
(b) If yes, comments must be submitted by the PHA as an attachment to the PHA Plan, PHAs must also include a narrative describing their
analysis of the RAB recommendations and the decisions made on these recommendations.
C.2 | Certification by State or Local Officials.
Form HUD 50077-SL, Certification by State or Local Officials of PHA Plans Consistency with the Consolidated Plan, must be submitted by the
PHA as an electronic attachment to the PHA Plan.
C.3 | Civil Rights Certification/ Certification Listing Policies and Programs that the PHA has Revised since Submission of its Last Annual Plan.
Form HUD-50077-ST-HCV-HP, PHA Certifications of Compliance with PHA Plan, Civil Rights, and Related Laws and Regulations
Including PHA Plan Elements that Have Changed, must be submitted by the PHA as an electronic attachment to the PHA Plan.
Challenged Elements. If any element of the PHA Plan is challenged, a PHA must include such information as an atiachment with a description of
C.4 | any challenges to Plan elements, the source of the challenge, and the PHA’s response to the public.

(a) Did the public challenge any elements of the Plan?
Y N
OX

If yes, include Challenged Elements.
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D.1

Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH).

Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH).

Provide a statement of the PHA's strategics and actions to achieve fair housing goals outlined in an accepted Assessment of Fair Housing
(AFH) consistent with 24 CFR § 5.154(d)(5). Use the chart provided below. (PHAs should add as many goals as necessary to overcome fair
housing issues and contributing factors.) Until such time as the PHA is required to submit an AFH, the PHA is not obligated to complete this
chart. The PHA will fulfill, nevertheless, the requirements at 24 CFR § 903.7(0) enacted prior to August 17, 2015. Sce Instructions for
further detail on completing this item.

Fair Housing Goal:

Describe fair housing strategies and actions to achieve the goal

Non-discrimination — SEE Chapter 2 of the Admin Plan Attached

Fair Housing Goal:

Describe fair housing strategies and actions to achieve the goal

Policies Related to Persons with Disabilities - SEE Chapter 2 of the Admin Plan Attached

Fair Housing Goal:

Describe fair housing strategies and actions to achieve the goal

Prohibition of Discrimination Against Limited English Proficiency Persons - SEE Chapter
2 of the Admin Plan Attached
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ATTACHMENT 1

B.1a Revision of PHA Plan Elements

Deconcentration and Other Policies that Govern Eligibility, Selection and Admissions

PPHA will add a preference change to its Waiting List process to include county residents.

Operation and Management

The agency will be adding a new position to its staff that will focus on program compliance and
quality control. This position will review all HUD regulations, PTH Notices and will complete
quality control checks on various program components.

Informal Review and Hearing Procedures

The agency revised its process of conducting hearings and reviews (due to COVID) by allowing
families to use ZOOM, Microsoft Teams and telephone services.

Significant Amendment/Modification

PPHA’s definition of significant amendment/modification includes organization of the waiting
list. PPHA intends on changing its Waiting List procedures.

B.2 New Activities

Not Applicable

B.3 Progress Report

The agency continues to maintain its eligibility and apply for additional
housing choice vouchers as they become available.

The agency continues to strive for a high performer rating in its SEMAP audit.
The agency conducts quality control audits for SEMAP on a quarterly basis.

The agency will continue to improve the accuracy of rent calculations.
Continuing education will be provided to individuals who are responsible for
rent calculations and rent determinations.

The agency will continue to eliminate physical participant files by creating
electronic files in order to free up space in the office and have one point of
accessibility for all employees.

The agency will strive to maintain a lease-up rate of at least 98% in the
Housing Choice Voucher Program.

The agency will explore new methods of conducting landlord outreach in order
to provide more unit availability for the program.



The agency will continue to work with program participants to become economically self-
sufficient through the FSS Program as long as funding is available from HUD. The FSS
Program will continue to outreach to new partners such as community organizations, social
services and businesses that can provide their resources and expertise in supporting the program
goals of the participants.

The agency has created a new position that will focus on program compliance and quality control.
This position will review all HUD regulations, PIH Notices and will complete quality control
checks on various program components.

B.4 Capital Improvements

Not Applicable



.

Chapter 2

FAIR HOUSING AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

INTRODUCTION

This chapter explains the laws and HUD regulations requiring PHAs to affirmatively further civil
rights and fair housing in all federally-assisted housing programs. The letter and spirit of these
laws are implemented through consistent policy and processes. The responsibility to further
nondiscrimination pertains to all areas of the PHA’s housing choice voucher (HCV) operations.

This chapter describes HUD regulations and PHA policies related to these topics in three parts:

Part I: Nondiscrimination. This part presents the body of laws and regulations governing
the responsibilities of the PHA regarding nondiscrimination.

Part II: Policies Related to Persons with Disabilities. This part discusses the rules and
policies of the housing choice voucher program related to reasonable accommodation for
persons with disabilities. These rules and policies are based on the Fair Housing Act
(42.U.8.C.) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and incorporate guidance
from the Joint Statement of The Department of Housing and Urban Development and the
Department of Justice (DOJ), issued May 17, 2004.

Part III: Prohibition of Discrimination Against Limited English Proficiency Persons. This

part details the obligations of the PHA to ensure meaningful access to the HCV program
and its activities by persons with limited English proficiency (LEP). This part
incorporates the Final Guidance to Federal Financial Assistance Recipients Regarding
Title VI Prohibition against National Origin Discrimination Affecting Limited English
Proficient Persons published January 22, 2007, in the Federal Register.
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PART I: NONDISCRIMINATION

2-1.A. OVERVIEW

Federal laws require PHASs to treat all applicants and participants equally, providing the same
opportunity to access services, regardless of family characteristics and background. Federal law
prohibits discrimination in housing on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age,
familial status, and disability. In addition, HUD regulations provide for additional protections
regarding sexual orientation, gender identity, and marital status. The PHA will comply fully with
all federal, state, and local nondiscrimination laws, and with rules and regulations governing fair
housing and equal opportunity in housing and employment, including:

e Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

o Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (as amended by the Community Development Act
of 1974 and the Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988)

e Executive Order 11063

e Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

e The Age Discrimination Act of 1975

e Title I of the Americans with Disabilities Act (to the extent that it applies, otherwise
Section 504 and the Fair Housing Amendments govern)

» The Equal Access to Housing in HUD Programs Regardless of Sexual Orientation or Gender
Identity Final Rule, published in the Federal Register February 3, 2012 and further clarified
in Notice PIH 2014-20

e Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2013 (VAWA)

When more than one civil rights law applies to a situation, the laws will be read and applied
together.

Any applicable state laws or local ordinances and any legislation protecting individual rights of
tenants, applicants, or staff that may subsequently be enacted will also apply.

No state or local nondiscrimination laws or ordinances apply.
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2-LB. NONDISCRIMINATION

Federal regulations prohibit discrimination against certain protected classes and other groups of
people. State and local requirements, as well as PHA policies, can prohibit discrimination based

on other factors.

The PHA shall not discriminate because of race, color, sex, religion, familial status, age,
disability or national origin (called “protected classes”)

Familial status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women, and people securing custody of children under the age of 18.

The PHA will not discriminate on the basis of marital status, gender identity, or sexual
orientation [FR Notice 02/03/12].

The PHA does not identify any additional protected classes.
The PHA will not use any of these factors to:

e Deny to any family the opportunity to apply for housing, nor deny to any qualified applicant
the opportunity to participate in the housing choice voucher program

¢ Provide housing that is different from that provided to others
e Subject anyone to segregation or disparate treatment

* Restrict anyone's access to any benefit enjoyed by others in connection with the housing
program
e Treat a person differently in determining eligibility or other requirements for admission

e Steer an applicant or participant toward or away from a particular area based on any of these
factors

e Deny anyone access to the same level of services

e Deny anyone the opportunity to participate in a planning or advisory group that is an integral
part of the housing program

e Discriminate in the provision of residential real estate transactions

» Discriminate against someone because they are related to or associated with a member of a
protected class

 Publish or cause to be published an advertisement or notice indicating the availability of
housing that prefers or excludes persons who are members of a protected class
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Providing Information to Families and Owners

The PHA must take steps to ensure that families and owners are fully aware of all applicable
civil rights laws. As part of the briefing process, the PHA must provide information to HCV
applicant families about civil rights requirements and the opportunity to rent in a broad range of
neighborhoods [24 CFR 982.301]. The Housing Assistance Payments (HAP) contract informs
owners of the requirement not to discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, familial status, or disability in connection with the contract.

Discrimination Complaints

If an applicant or participant believes that any family member has been discriminated against by
the PHA or an owner, the family should advise the PHA. HUD requires the PHA to make every
reasonable attempt to determine whether the applicant’s or participant’s assertions have merit
and take any warranted corrective action. In addition, the PHA is required to provide the
applicant or participant with information about how to file a discrimination complaini {24 CFR

982.304].
¢ Upon receipt of a housing discrimination complaint, the PHA is required to:

e Provide written notice of the complaint to those alleged and inform the complainant that such

pv i v

notice was made

e Investigate the allegations and provide the complainant and those alleged with findings

and either a proposed corrective action or an explanation of why cerrective action is

not warranted
e Keep records of all complaints, investigations, notices, and cofrective actions

[Notice PIH 2014-20]
Applicants or participants who believe that they have been subject to unlawful discrimination
may notify the PHA either orally or in writing.
Within 10 calendar days of receiving the complaint, the PHA will provide a written notice to
those alleged to have violated the rule. The PHA will also send a written notice to the
complainant informing them that notice was sent to those alleged to have violated the rule, as

well as information on how to complete and submit a housing discrimination complaint form to
HUD's Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity (FHEO).

The PHA will attempt to remedy discrimination complaints made against the PHA and will
conduct an investigation into all allegations of discrimination.

Within 10 calendar days following the conclusion of the PHA's investigation, the PHA will
provide the complainant and those alleged to have violated the rule with findings and either a
proposed corrective action plan or an explanation of why corrective action is not warranted.

The PHA will keep a record of all complaints, investigations, notices, and corrective actions.
(See Chapter 16.)
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PART II: POLICIES RELATED TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

2-II.A. OVERVIEW

One type of disability discrimination prohibited by the Fair Housing Act is the refusal to make
reasonable accommodation in rules, policies, practices, or services when such accommodation
may be necessary to afford a person with a disability the equal opportunity to use and enjoy a
program or dwelling under the program.
The PHA must ensure that persons with disabilities have full access to the PHA’s programs and
services. This responsibility begins with the first contact by an interested family and continues
through every aspect of the program.
The PHA will ask all applicants and participants if they require any type of accommodations, in
writing, on the intake application, reexamination documents, and notices of adverse action by the
PHA, by including the following language:
“If you or anyone in your family is a person with disabilities, and you require a specific
accommodation in order to fully utilize our programs and services, please contact the
housing authority.”

A specific name and phone number of designated staff will be provided to process requests for
accommodation.

The PHA will display posters and other housing information and signage in locations throughout
the PHA’s office in such a manner as to be easily readable from a wheelchair.
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2-1LB. DEFINITION OF REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION

A reasonable accommodation is an adjustment made to a rule, policy, practice, or service that
allows a person with a disability to have equal access to the HCV program. For example,
reasonable accommodations may include making home visits, extending the voucher term, or
approving an exception payment standard in order for a participant to lease an accessible
dwelling unit.

Federal regulations stipulate that requests for accommodations will be considered reasonable if
they do not create an “undue financial and administrative burden” for the PHA, or result in a
“fundamental alteration” in the nature of the program or service offered. A fundamental
alteration is a modification that alters the essential nature of a provider’s operations.

Types of Reasonable Accommodations

When needed, the PHA will modify normal procedures to accommodate the needs of a person
with disabilities. Examples include:

e Permitting applications and reexaminations to be completed by mail

e Conducting home visits

e Using higher payment standards (either within the acceptable range or with HUD approval of
a payment standard outside the PHA range) if the PHA determines this is necessary to enable
a person with disabilities to obtain a suitable housing unit

Fa

s Providing time extensions for locating a unit when necessary because of lack of availability
of accessible units or special challenges of the family in seeking a unit

e Permitting an authorized designee or advocate to participate in the application or certification
process and any other meetings with PHA staff
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2-I1.C. REQUEST FOR AN ACCOMMODATION

If an applicant or participant indicates that an exception, change, or adjustment to a rule, policy,
practice, or service is needed because of a disability, HUD requires that the PHA treat the
information as a request for a reasonable accommodation, even if no formal request is made
[Joint Statement of the Departments of HUD and Justice: Reasonable Accommodations under

the Fair Housing Act].

The family must explain what type of accommodation is needed to provide the person with the
disability full access to the PHA’s programs and services.

If the need for the accommodation is not readily apparent or known to the PHA, the family must
explain the relationship between the requested accommodation and the disability. There must be
an identifiable connection, or nexus, between the requested accommodation and the individual’s
disability.

The PHA will encourage the family to make its request in writing using a reasonable
accommodation request form. However, the PHA will consider the accommodation any time the
family indicates that an accommodation is needed whether or not a formal written request is
submitted.
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2-IL.D. VERIFICATION OF DISABILITY

The regulatory civil rights definition for persons with disabilities is provided in Exhibit 2-1 at the
end of this chapter. The definition of a person with a disability for the purpose of obtaining a
reasonable accommodation is much broader than the HUD definition of disability which is used
for waiting list preferences and income allowances.

Before providing an accommodation, the PHA must determine that the person meets the
definition of a person with a disability, and that the accommodation will enhance the family’s
access to the PHA’s programs and services.

If'a person’s disability is obvious or otherwise known to the PHA, and if the need fot the
requested accommodation is also readily apparent or known, no further verification will be
required [Joint Statement of the Departments of HUD and Justice: Reasonable Accommodations
under the Fair Housing Act].

If a family indicates that an accommodation is required for a disability that is not obvious or
otherwise known to the PHA, the PHA must verify that the person meets the definition of a
person with a disability, and that the limitations imposed by the disability require the requested
accommodation.

When verifying a disability, the PHA will follow the verification policies provided in Chapter 7.
All information related to a person’s disability will be treated in accordance with the
confidentiality policies provided in Chapter 16. In addition to the general requirements that
govern all verification efforts, the following requirements apply when verifying a disability:

e Third-party verification must be obtained {rom an individual identified by the family who is
competent to make the determination. A doctor or other medical professional, a peer support
group, a non-medical service agency, or a reliable third party whe is in a position to know
about the individual’s disability may provide verification of a disability [Joint Statement of
the Departments of HUD and Justice: Reasonable Accommodations under the Fair Housing
Act]

e The PHA must request only information that is necessary to evaluate the disability-related
need for the accommodation. The PHA will not inquire about the nature or extent of any

disability.
* Medical records will not be accepted or retained in the participant file.

e In the event that the PHA does receive confidential information about a person’s specific
diagnosis, treatment, or the nature or severity of the disability, the PHA will dispose of it. In
place of the information, the PHA will note in the file that the disability and other requested
information have been verified, the date the verification was received, and the name and
address of the knowledgeable professional who sent the information [Notice PIH 2010-26].
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2-IL.LE. APPROVAL/DENIAL OF A REQUESTED ACCOMMODATION [Joint Statement
of the Departments of HUD and Justice: Reasonable Accommodations under the Fair Housing
Act, Notice PIH 2010-26].

The PHA must approve a request for an accommodation if the following three conditions are
met:

* The request was made by or on behalf of a person with a disability.
e There is a disability-related need for the accommodation.

e The requested accommodation is reasonable, meaning it would not impose an undue
financial and administrative burden on the PHA, or fundamentally alter the nature of the
PHA’s HCV operations (including the obligation to comply with HUD requirements and
regulations).

Requests for accommodations must be assessed on a case-by-case basis, taking into account
factors such as the overall size of the PHA’s program with respect to the number of employees,
type of facilities and size of budget, type of operation including composition and structure of
workforce, the nature and cost of the requested accommodation, and the availability of
alternative accommodations that would effectively meet the family’s disability-related needs.

Before making a determination whether to approve the request, the PHA may enter into
discussion and negotiation with the family, request more information from the family, or may
require the family to sign a consent form so that the PHA may verify the need for the requested
accommodation.

After a request for an accommodation is presented, the PHA will respond, in writing, within 10
calendar days.

If the PHA denies a request for an accommodation because it is not reasonable (it would impose
an undue financial and administrative burden or fundamentally alter the nature of the PHA’s
operations), the PHA will discuss with the family whether an alternative accommodation could
effectively address the family’s disability-related needs without a fundamental alteration to the
HCV program and without imposing an undue financial and administrative burden.

If the PHA believes that the family has failed to identify a reasonable alternative accommodation
after interactive discussion and negotiation, the PHA will notify the family, in writing, of its
determination within 10 calendar days from the date of the most recent discussion or
communication with the family.
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2-ILF. PROGRAM ACCESSIBILITY FOR PERSONS WITH HEARING OR VISION
IMPAIRMENTS

HUD regulations require the PHA to ensure that persons with disabilities related to hearing and
vision have reasonable access to the PHA's programs and services [24 CFR 8.6].

At the initial point of contact with each applicant, the PHA shall inform all applicants of
alternative forms of communication that can be used other than plain language paperwork.

To meet the needs of persons with hearing impairments, TTD/TTY (text telephone display /

JR R T e

teletype) communication will be available.

To meet the needs of persons with vision impairments, large-print and audio versions of key
program documents will be made available upon request. When visual aids are used in public
meetings or presentations, or in meetings with PHA staff, one-on-one assistance will be provided
upon request.

Additional examples of alternative forms of communication are sign language interpretation;

having material explained orally by staff; or having a third party representative (a friend, relative
or advocate, named by the applicant) to receive, interpret and explain housing materials and be
present at all meetings.
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2-11.G. PHYSICAL ACCESSIBILITY

The PHA must comply with a variety of regulations pertaining to physical accessibility,
including the following:

e Notice PIH 2010-26

e Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
e The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
e The Architectural Barriers Act of 1968

e The Fair Housing Act of 1988

The PHA’s policies concerning physical accessibility must be readily available to applicants and
participants. They can be found in three key documents:

e This plan describes the key policies that govern the PHA’s responsibilities with regard to
physical accessibility.

e Notice PIH 2010-26 summarizes information about pertinent laws and implementing
regulations related to nondiscrimination and accessibility in federally-funded housing
programs.

e The PHA Plan provides information about self-evaluation, needs assessment, and transition
plans.

-’ The design, construction, or alteration of PHA facilities must conform to the Uniform Federal
Accessibility Standards (UFAS). Newly-constructed facilities must be designed to be readily
accessible to and usable by persons with disabilities. Alterations to existing facilities must be
accessible to the maximum extent feasible, defined as not imposing an undue financial and
administrative burden on the operations of the HCV program.

When issuing a voucher to a family that includes an individual with disabilities, the PHA will
include a current list of available accessible units known to the PHA and will assist the family in

locating an available accessible unit, if necessary.

In general, owners must permit the family to make reasonable modifications to the unit.
However, the owner is not required to pay for the modification and may require that the unit be
restored to its original state at the family’s expense when the family moves.

\
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2-11.LH. DENIAL OR TERMINATION OF ASSISTANCE

A PHA’s decision to deny or terminate the assistance of a family that includes a person with
disabilities is subject to consideration of reasonable accommodation [24 CFR 982.552 (2)(iv)].

When applicants with disabilities are denied assistance, the notice of denial must inform them of
the PHA’s informal review process and their right to request an informal review. In addition, the
notice must inform applicants with disabilities of their right to request reasonable
accommodations to participate in the informal review process.

When a participant family’s assistance is terminated, the notice of termination must inform them
of the PHA’s informal hearing process and their right to request a hearing and reasonable

accommodation.

When reviewing reasonable accommodation requests, the PHA must consider whether any
mitigating circumstances can be verified to explain and overcome the problem that led to the
PHA'’s decision to deny or terminate assistance. If a reasonable accommodation will allow the
family to meet the requirements, the PHA must make the accommodation.
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PART III: IMPROVING ACCESS TO SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH LIMITED
ENGLISH PROFICIENCY (LEP)

2-III.A. OVERVIEW

Language for Limited English Proficiency Persons (LEP) can be a barrier to accessing important
benefits or services, understanding and exercising important rights, complying with applicable
responsibilities, or understanding other information provided by the HCV program. In certain
circumstances, failure to ensure that LEP persons can effectively participate in or benefit from
federally-assisted programs and activities may violate the prohibition under Title VI against
discrimination on the basis of national origin. This part incorporates the Final Guidance to
Federal Assistance Recipients Regarding Title VI Prohibition against National Origin
Discrimination Affecting Limited English Proficient Persons, published January 22, 2007, in the

Federal Register.

The PHA will take affirmative steps to communicate with people who need services or
information in a language other than English. These persons will be referred to as Persons with

Limited English Proficiency (LEP).

LEP is defined as persons who do not speak English as their primary language and who have a
limited ability to read, write, speak or understand English. For the purposes of this administrative
plan, LEP persons are HCV applicants and participants, and parents and family members of
applicants and participants.

In order to determine the level of access needed by LEP persons, the PHA will balance the
following four factors: (1) the number or proportion of LEP persons eligible to be served or
likely to be encountered by the Housing Choice Voucher program; (2) the frequency with which
LEP persons come into contact with the program; (3) the nature and importance of the program,
activity, or service provided by the program to people’s lives; and (4) the resources available to
the PHA and costs. Balancing these four factors will ensure meaningful access by LEP persons
to critical services while not imposing undue burdens on the PHA.
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2-I1I.B. ORAL INTERPRETATION

The PHA will offer competent interpretation services free of charge, upon request, to the
LEP person.

The PHA will utilize a language line for telephone interpreter services.

Where LEP persons desire, they will be permitted to use, at their own expense, an interpreter of
their own choosing, in place of or as a supplement to the free language services offered by the
PHA. The inierpreter may be a family meimber or friend.

The PHA will analyze the various kinds of contacts it has with the public, to assess language

needs and decide what reasonable steps should be taken. “Reasonable steps” may not be
reasonable where the costs imposed substantially exceed the benefits.

Where feasible and possible, according to its language assistance plan (LAP), the PHA will train
and hire bilingual staff to be available to act as interpreters and translators, will pool resources
with other PHAs, and will standardize documents.

2-1I1.C. WRITTEN TRANSLATION

Translation is the replacement of a written text from one languagc into an equivalent written text
in another language.

T

In order to comply with written-translation obligations, the PHA wili take the following steps:

The PHA will provide written translations of vital documents for each eligible LEP
language group that constitutes 5 percent or 1,000 persons, whi ch ver is less, of the
population of persons eligible to be served or likely to be affected or encountered.

Translation of other documents, if needed, can be provided orally; or

If there are fewer than 50 persons in a language group tha trea“he.-

the PHA does not translate vital written materials, but provides written notice in the
primary language of the LEP language group of the right to receive competent oral
interpretation of those written materials, free of cost.

w o

noc 5 r’“"l en. iriggeT,

)
-
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2-111L.D. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

After completing the four-factor analysis and deciding what language assistance services are
appropriate, the PHA shall determine whether it is necessary to develop a written implementation
plan to address the identified needs of the LEP populations it serves.

If the PHA determines that it is not necessary to develop a written implementation plan, the
absence of a written plan does not obviate the underlying obligation to ensure meaningful access
by LEP persons to the PHA’s Housing Choice Voucher program and services.

If it is determined that the PHA serves very few LEP persons, and the PHA has very limited
resources, the PHA will not develop a written LEP plan, but will consider alternative ways to
articulate in a reasonable manner a plan for providing meaningful access. Entities having
significant contact with LEP persons, such as schools, grassroots and faith-based organizations,
community groups, and groups working with new immigrants will be contacted for input into the
process.

If the PHA determines it is appropriate to develop a written LEP plan, the following five steps
will be taken: (1) Identifying LEP individuals who need language assistance; (2) identifying
language assistance measures; (3) training staff; (4) providing notice to LEP persons; and (5)
monitoring and updating the LEP plan.
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EXHIBIT 2-1: DEFINITION OF A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY UNDER
FEDERAL CIVIL RIGHTS LAWS [24 CFR Parts 8.3 and 100.201]

A person with a disability, as defined under federal civil rights laws, is any person who:

e Has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of the major life
activities of an individual, or

e Has arecord of such impairment, or
e Isregarded as having such impairment
The phrase “physical or mental impairment” includes:

e Any physiological disorder or condition, cosmetic or disfigurement, or anatomical loss
affecting one or more of the following body systems: neurological; musculoskeletal; special
sense organs; respiratory, including speech organs; cardiovascular; reproductive; digestive;

—..,-.ﬁ. i and [ T nddn Nreiem e
genito-urinary; hemic and lymphatic; skin; and endocrine; or

¢ Any mental or psychological disorder, such as mental retardation, organic brain syndrome,
emotional or mental illness, and specific learning disabilities. The term “physical or mental
mpairment” includes but is not limited to: such diseases and conditions as Qﬁhnnprhr' ‘ngua]

speech and hearing impairments, ccrcbral palsy, autism, epilepsy, muscular dystrophy,
multiple sclerosis, cancer, heart disease, diabetes, mental retardation, emotional illness, drug
addiction and alcoholism.

youd o

es, but is not limited to, caring for oneself, performing manual tasks,
walking, seeing, hearing, breathing, learning, and/or working.

“Major life activities” includes,
“Has ecord of such 1mpa1rment means has a history of, or has been mlscla551ﬁed as having, a

“Is regarded as having an impairment” is defined as having a physical or mental impairment that
does not substantially limit one or more major life activities but is treated by a public entity (such
as the PHA) as constituting such a limitation; has none of the impairments defined in this section
but is treated by a public entity as having such an impairment; or has a physical or mental
impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, only as a result of the
attitudes of others toward that impairment.
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The definition of a person with disabilities does not include:
e Current illegal drug users
e People whose alcohol use interferes with the rights of others

e Persons who objectively pose a direct threat or substantial risk of harm to others that cannot
be controlled with a reasonable accommodation under the HCV program

The above definition of disability determines whether an applicant or participant is entitled to
any of the protections of federal disability civil rights laws. Thus, a person who does not meet
this disability is not entitled to a reasonable accommodation under federal civil rights and fair
housing laws and regulations.

The HUD definition of a person with a disability is much narrower than the civil rights definition
of disability. The HUD definition of a person with a disability is used for purposes of receiving
the disabled family preference, the $400 elderly/disabled household deduction, the $480
dependent deduction, the allowance for medical expenses, or the allowance for disability
assistance expenses.

The definition of a person with a disability for purposes of granting a reasonable accommodation
request is much broader than the HUD definition of disability. Many people will not qualify as a
disabled person under the HCV program, yet an accommodation is needed to provide equal
opportunity.
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Certification by State or Local U. S Department of Housing and Urban Development
Official of PHA Plans Consistency Office of Public and Indian Housing
with the Consolidated Plan or OMB No. 2577-0226
State Consolidated Plan Expires 3/31/2024
(All PHAS)

Certification by State or Local Official of PHA Plans
Consistency with the Consolidated Plan or State Consolidated Plan

I, Erik Tollerup , the Director of Economic Development/Community Services
Official’s Name Official’s Title

certify that the 5-Year PHA Plan for fiscal years 2020-2024and/or Annual PHA Plan for fiscal

year 2022 ofthe Parma Public Housing Agency is consistent with the
PHA Name

Consolidated Plan or State Consolidated Plan including the Analysis of Impediments (AI) to Fair
Housing Choice or Assessment of Fair Housing (AFH) as applicable to the

City of Parma, OH (Cuyahoga County)

Local Jurisdiction Name

pursuant to 24 CFR Part 91 and 24 CFR §§ 903.7(0)(3) and 903.15.

Provide a description of how the PHA Plan’s contents are consistent with the Consolidated Plan or
State Consolidated Plan.

The PHA Plan does not conflict with the City's Al in that we continue to improve public facilities
for handicapped accessibility and that we provide Fair Housing Investigation and adjudication for
complainants. All Fair Housing activities, programs and ordinances encted by the city of Parma or
the PPHA are reviewed for compliance by our Fair Housing contractor-the Housing & Research
Advocacy Center

I hereby certify that all the information stated herein, as well as any information provided in the accompaniment herewith, is true and accurate, Warning: HUD will
prosecute false claims and statements. Conviction may result in eriminal and/or civil penalties. (18 U.S.C. 1001, 1010, 1012; 31 U.S.C. 3729, 3802)

Name of Executive Director; Priscilla Pointer-Hicks Name Board Chairperson: Vito Dipierro

5 :
Signature )O / @) D( m §D/a/teﬁ Signature ; B Date (01 /3’/ ’?/

e —

The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development is authorized to solicit the information requested in this form by virtue of Title 12, U.S.
Code, Section 1701 et seq., and regulations promulgated thereunder at Title 12, Code of Federal Regulations. Responses to the collection of information
are required to obtain a benefit or to retain a benefit. The information requested does not lend itself to confidentiality. This information is collected to
ensure consistency with the consolidated plan or state consolidated plan,
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Public reporting burden for this information collection Is estimated to average 0.16 hours per year per response, including the time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. HUD
may not collect this information, and respondents are not required to complete this form, unless it displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.,
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Certifications of Compliance with
PHA Plan and Related Regulations OMB No. 2577-0226
(Standard, Troubled, HC V-Only, and
High Performer PHAs)

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Oftice of Public and Indian Housing

Expires 3/31/2024

PHA Certifications of Compliance with PHA Plan, Civil Rights, and Related Laws and Regulations

including PHA Plan Elements that Have Changed

Acting on behalf of the Board of Commissioners of the Public Housing Agency (PHA) listed below, as its Chairperson or other
authorized PHA official if there is no Board of Commissioners, I approve the submission of the 2020-2024 5-Year and/or 2022 Annual
PHA Plan, hereinafier referred to as” the Plan ", of which this document is a part, and make the Jollowing certification and
agreements with the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the PHA fiscal year beginning 01/01/2022, in
connection with the submission of the Plan and implementation thereof:

1.

2.

The Plan is consistent with the applicable comprehensive housing affordability strategy (or any plan incorporating such
strategy) for the jurisdiction in which the PHA is located (24 CFR § 91.2).
The Plan contains a certification by the appropriate State or local officials that the Plan is consistent with the applicable
Consolidated Plan, which includes a certification that requires the preparation of an Analysis of Impediments (Al) to Fair
Housing Choice, or Assessment of Fair Housing (AFH) when applicable, for the PHA's Jurisdiction and a description of the
manner in which the PHA Plan is consistent with the applicable Consolidated Plan (24 CFR §§ 91.2,91.225,91.325, and
91.425).
The PHA has established a Resident Advisory Board or Boards, the membership of which represents the residents assisted by
the PHA, consulted with this Resident Advisory Board or Boards in developing the Plan, including any changes or revisions
to the policies and programs identified in the Plan before they were implemented, and considered the recommendations of the
RAB (24 CFR 903.13). The PHA has included in the Plan submission a copy of the recommendations made by the Resident
Advisory Board or Boards and a description of the manner in which the Plan addresses these recommendations.
The PHA provides assurance as part of this certification that:

(1) The Resident Advisory Board had an opportunity to review and comment on the changes to the policies and programs

before implementation by the PHA;
(if) The changes were duly approved by the PHA Board of Directors (or similar governing body); and
(iii) The revised policies and programs are available for review and inspection, at the principal office of the PHA during
normal business hours.
The PHA made the proposed Plan and all information relevant to the public hearing available for public inspection at least 45
days before the hearing, published a notice that a hearing would be held and conducted a hearing to discuss the Plan and
invited public comment.
The PHA certifies that it will carry out the public housing program of the agency in conformity with title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d-2000d —4), the Fair Housing Act (42 U.S.C, 3601-19), Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), title I1 of the Americans with Disabilities Act (42 US.C. 12101 et seq.), and
other applicable civil rights requirements and that it will affirmatively further fair housing in the administration of the
program. In addition, if it administers a Housing Choice Voucher Program, the PHA certifies that it will administer the
program in conformity with the Fair Housing Act, title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and other applicable civil rights requirements, and that it will
affirmatively further fair housing in the administration of the program,
The PHA will affirmatively further fair housing, which means that it will take meaningful actions to further the goals
identified in the Assessment of Fair Housing (AFH) conducted in accordance with the requirements of 24 CFR § 5.150
through 5.180, that it will take no action that is materially inconsistent with its obligation to affirmatively further fair housing,
and that it will address fair housing issues and contributing factors in its programs, in accordance with 24 CFR § 903.7(0)(3).
The PHA will fulfill the requirements at 24 CFR § 903.7(0) and 24 CFR § 903.15(d). Until such time as the PHA is required
to submit an AFH, the PHA will fulfill the requirements at 24 CFR § 903.7(0) promulgated prior to August 17, 2015, which
means that it examines its programs or proposed programs; identifies any impediments to fair housing choice within those
programs; addresses those impediments in a reasonable fashion in view of the resources available; works with local
Jurisdictions to implement any of the jurisdiction’s initiatives to affirmatively further fair housing that require the PHA’s
involvement; and maintains records reflecting these analyses and actions.
For PHA Plans that include a policy for site-based waiting lists:
e  The PHA regularly submits required data to HUD's 50058 PIC/IMS Module in an accurate, complete and timely manner
(as specified in PIH Notice 201 1-65);
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

e  The system of site-based waiting lists provides for full disclosure to each applicant in the selection of the development in
which to reside, including basic information about available sites; and an estimate of the period of time the applicant
would likely have to wait to be admitted to units of different sizes and types at each site;

®  Adoption of a site-based waiting list would not violate any court order or settlement agreement or be inconsistent with a
pending complaint brought by HUD;

®  The PHA shall take reasonable measures to assure that such a waiting list is consistent with affirmatively furthering fair
housing; and

e The PHA provides for review of its site-based waiting list policy to determine if it is consistent with civil rights laws and
certifications, as specified in 24 CFR 903.7(0)(1).

The PHA will comply with the prohibitions against discrimination on the basis of age pursuant to the Age Discrimination Act

of 1975.

In accordance with 24 CFR § 5. 105(a)(2), HUD’s Equal Access Rule, the PIIA will not muke a delermination of eligibility

for housing based on sexual orientation, gender identify, or marital status and will make no inquiries concerning the gender

identification or sexual orientation of an applicant for or occupant of HUD-assisted housi ng.

The PHA will comply with the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 and 24 CFR Part 41, Policies and Procedures for the

Enforcement of Standards and Requirements for Accessibility by the Physically Hand icapped.

The PHA will comply with the requirements of Section 3 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968, Employment

Opportunities for Low-or Very-Low Income Persons, and with its implementing regulation at 24 CFR Part 135.

The PHA will comply with acquisition and relocation requirements of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property

Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 and implementing regulations at 49 CFR Part 24 as applicable.

The PHA will take appropriate affirmative action to award contracts to minority and women's business enterprises under 24

CFR 5.105(a).

The PHA will provide the responsible entity or HUD any documentation that the responsible entity or HUD needs to carry

out its review under the National Environmental Policy Act and other related authorities in accordance with 24 CFR Part 58

or Part 50, respectively.

With respect to public housing the PHA will comply with Davis-Bacon or HUD determined wage rate requirements under

Section 12 of the United States Housing Act of 1937 and the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act.

The PHA will keep records in accordance with 2 CFR 200.333 and facilitate an effective audit to determine compliance with

program requirements.

The PHA will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning Prevention Act, the Residential Lead-Based Paint Hazard

Reduction Act of 1992, and 24 CFR Part 35.

The PHA will comply with the policies, guidelines, and requirements of 2 CFR Part 200, Uniform Administrative

Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Financial Assistance, including but not limited to

submitting the assurances required under 24 CFR §§ 1.5, 3.115, 8.50, and 107.25 by submitting an SF-424, including the

required assurances in SF-424B or D, as applicable.

The PHA will undertake only activities and programs covered by the Plan in a manner consistent with its Plan and will utilize

covered grant funds only for activities that are approvable under the regulations and included in its Plan.

All attachments to the Plan have been and will continue to be available at all times and all locations that the PHA Plan is

available for public inspection. All required supporting documents have been made available for public inspection along with

the Plan and additional requirements at the primary business office of the PHA and at all other times and locations identified
by the PHA in its PHA Plan and will continue to be made available at least at the primary business office of the PHA.

The PHA certifies that it is in compliance with applicable Federal statutory and regulatory requirements, including the

Declaration of Trust(s).

Qﬁ/{ymfa Q{g&t Hewg g Aoy sk al>

PHA Name PHA Number/HA Code

_x—

_x—

Annual PHA Plan for Fiscal Year 2022

5-Year PHA Plan for Fiscal Years 2020 - 2024

I hereby certify that all the information stated herein, as well as any information provided in the accompaniment herewith, is true and accurate. Warning: HUD will
prosecute false claims and statements. Conviction may result in criminal and/or civil penalties. (18 U.S.C. 1001, 1010, 1012; 31 US.C. 3729, 3802).

Name ol Execulive Direcior Name Board Chairman

Signature.

PRISCILLA PO ER-HICKS VITO DIPIERRQO
) 59 7157 - .
A C( ! Date /V Signature CQ(TI Z /f-/( / %/’
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The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development is authorized to solicit the information requested in this form by virtue of Title 12, U.S. Code, Section 1701
etseq., and regulations promulgated thereunder at Title 12, Code of Federal Regulations. Responses to the collection of information are required to obtain a benefit or to

Public reporting burden for this information collectlon is estimated to average 0.16 hours per year per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching
existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. HUD may not collect this information, and
respondents are not required to complete this form, unless it displays a currently valid OMB Control Number.
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